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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 13, 2021, at 9 a.m. 

Senate 
MONDAY, JULY 12, 2021 

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable MAZIE 
K. HIRONO, a Senator from the State of 
Hawaii. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, who alone spreads out 

the heavens and rules the raging of the 
sea, give our lawmakers wisdom to 
draw near to You. May they daily seek 
Your presence as they reflect on Your 
sacred Word. Guide them with Your in-
structions, keeping them from falling 
in life’s slippery places. May they 
strive to please and honor You by liv-
ing with integrity. 

Mighty God, since we have You, what 
else could we possibly want on Earth? 

We pray in Your matchless Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 12, 2021. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MAZIE K. HIRONO, a 
Senator from the State of Hawaii, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATRICK J. LEAHY, 
President pro tempore. 

Ms. HIRONO thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Uzra Zeya, of Virginia, to be 
an Under Secretary of State (Civilian 
Security, Democracy, and Human 
Rights). 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, 6 
months ago, the Democratic majority 
began this Congress by aggressively 
confronting the COVID crisis. We 
passed the American Rescue Plan—one 
of the largest Federal stimulus meas-
ures in history—to help bring an end to 
the economic downturn and prime our 
economy to come roaring back. Now, 
millions of Americans have come off 
the unemployment rolls, and small 
businesses have reopened from coast to 
coast. More than 150 million Americans 
have been fully vaccinated. We need, of 
course, to keep up the effort to inocu-
late the rest of the country, but suffice 
it to say, we are well on our way to 
bringing the country out of chaos, out 
of crisis, and back to normal. But the 
task is not done. 

As our country reopens and Ameri-
cans return to work, we must turn our 
attention to laying a foundation for 
the future. This upcoming work period 
will focus on exactly that: building a 
foundation for future American pros-
perity for years and decades to come 
through smart and bold investments in 
our Nation’s infrastructure. 

As I have said for weeks, the discus-
sions about infrastructure legislation 
continue along two tracks. On the bi-
partisan track, our committees are 
getting closer to turning the recent 
agreement between the White House 
and the bipartisan infrastructure group 
into legislation. I am pleased to report 
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